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	I am shocked and amazed at how influential religion is on the American society.  Religion literally has roots in ever social institution that Americans hold dear.  I was raised in an extremely religious household and as I have gotten older I have rejected religion as an aspect of my life due to the oppressive environment of my past.  Because of this, I have become far removed from religious news, opinions, and ideas.  This class has opened my eyes and shown me that I am nowhere near as removed from religion as I had presumed I was.  I have learned a lot about the prevalence of religion in our society, and have begun to understand its significance and purpose in our society.  
	As I began to read media articles and put together application assignments, my eyes began to open to how important religion is in determining the importance of individual and societal values.  For example, in one article I read, a woman was so desperate for her quest to “find herself” that she participated in a sweat lodge seminar that put her life in peril, and as a result, she passed away from exhaust.  It has been interesting that the further I have gone through the semester the more I realize how influential religion is in government and how influential government is on religion.  In my third application project I researched and detailed how religions have been discriminated against by various government agencies.  The underlying message is that numerous religions have been persecuted and discriminated against, not just one “type” or a single theology, albeit the most predominant religions that faced discriminatory practices were those that didn’t have their roots in protestant fundamentalism.
	American’s tend to be skeptical and hesitant to accept minority religions.  This may be because of fundamental differences in beliefs or it may stem from fear of minority up-rising.  In some cases the core values of some minority religions may be quite different (such as with Jehovah’s Witnesses or Neo-Paganism) and this can create fear and rejection as well.  One prime example of this is the conflict regarding the proposed mosque being built on/near ground zero in New York City.  This has developed into such a substantial issue, that a public relations group has had to form in order to help protect the image of the Muslim faith and its peoples.  The Muslim faith has faced a lot of challenges as it has tried to find balance in American society and this group strives to find commonalities in various cultures.  Another interesting adaptation that can be found is the tendency of minority religious groups to form physically centralized communities.  In the area of Utah that I live in, for example, the prevalence of LDS (Mormon) church buildings is 98%.  This results in very little diversity in the area, but large amounts of cohesiveness for the community.
	It can be observed that American’s have established various types of checks and balances throughout society to promote pluralism.  One example of this was during the Super Bowl of 2011, Fox Television prohibited a Christian church to air their advertisement during the prime time Super Bowl airing.  This was because Fox network didn’t want to risk offending anyone or to seem as though they give preference to one religion over others.  They imposed a strict “no-religion” rule to their commercial slots.  
However, more significantly to the enhancement of pluralism is the internet.  The internet is riddled with ample variety of religious information, everything from podcasts to blogs, live sermons to information rich websites.  Many different religious groups have used and are using the internet as an effective promotional and education tool.  There are plenty of nay saysers on the internet as well, anti-religion pages with biased agendas can be found speaking out against various religions (often deemed as devious cults) and some pages speak out against organized religions in general.  But regardless of the few websites that wish to repress religious diversity, those who wish to promote pluralism are far more numerous, and America is hearing and adopting the openness and acceptance of a pluralistic society.
	This semester has enlightened me on how colorful and dynamic religion can be.  Religion isn’t just limited to hymns being sung by a congregation and a preacher hollering about damnation.  Religion really can be used as a tool to find a positive and meaningful purpose to life.  There is such a wide variety of religious options in the world, than anyone, if they so choose, could find a religion that suits their individual beliefs.  I would hesitate to claim that I desire to adopt a religion, but I can readily claim that I am open to the concept of tolerance towards those who choose to follow religion.  Religion is not something that is going to go away anytime soon, and I think, as long as the population maintains a system of checks and balances, that that is alright.
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